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Use of Multiple Measures Placement

Over half of community colleges use two or more measures to assess students’
college readiness in math.

Percentage of Community Colleges Using Multiple Measures
for Math Placement in AY 2015-2016
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Source: Rutschow, E.Z., Cormier, M.S., Dukes, D., & Cruz Zamora, D.E. (2019). The Changing Landscape of Developmental
Education Practices: Findings from a National Survey and Interviews with Postsecondary Institutions. New York, NY: Center for
the Analysis of Postsecondary Readiness.

Notes: The data used to create this chart are provided in Table C.1 in the Appendix of the paper.

Students entering a community college typically take a college assessment exam for placement into
math and English courses. Students above a cut-off score are placed into college-level courses, while
those below it are placed into developmental education courses. This practice was the norm at most
colleges for many years. In recent years, the accuracy of standardized tests as the sole measure of
college readiness has been questioned, which resulted in colleges exploring other measures.

A 2016 survey of more than 1,000 two-year and four-year colleges shows that a majority of the
community colleges use two or more measures to determine students’ college readiness in math.
According to the study, this is “a dramatic growth since the last national survey in 2011." The multiple
measures identified in the study include not only standardized tests, but also a student’s high school
grade point average (GPA), their planned course of study, and noncognitive assessments. This Points of
Interest shows that over half of community colleges now use multiple measures to assess students’
college readiness in math.

For more information, contact the authors of the study or Vilan Odekar at vodekar@strongstart.org.
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